
A Parent’s Guide to Common Core 

K – 2nd Grade 
 

 
Why are Academic Standards Important? 
 
Academic standards are important because they help ensure that all students, no matter where 
they live, are prepared for success in college and the workforce. They help set clear and 
consistent expectations for students, parents, and teachers; build your child’s knowledge and 
skills; and help set high goals for all students.  Of course, high standards are not the only thing 
needed for our children’s success. But standards provide an important first step — a clear 
roadmap for learning for teachers, parents, and students. Having clearly defined goals helps 
families and teachers work together to ensure that students succeed.  Standards help parents 
and teachers know when students need extra assistance or when they need to be challenged 
even more. They also will help your child develop critical thinking skills that will prepare him or 
her for college and career. 
 
 
What Does Common Core Look Like In the Classroom? 
 
The Common Core standards are a clear set of shared goals and expectations for what students 
need to learn, but they do not dictate how teachers should teach.  The Common Core standards 
are not curriculum.  Campbell-Savona School has chosen to utilize the Core Knowledge 
Language Arts Program to meet the needs of the students in our classrooms.  The CKLA Program 
is based on the insight that reading comprehension is a two-lock box, a box that requires two 
keys to open it.  The first key is decoding skills.  The second key is oral language, vocabulary and 
background knowledge.  At Campbell-Savona, ELA is broken up into two sixty minute blocks of 
time, the Listening and Learning block and the Skills block.   Listening and Learning focuses on 
the premise that younger students’ listening comprehension skills  
surpass reading comprehension skills at this age.  Therefore, during  
this time the teacher is reading-aloud and the student is focused on  
content rich vocabulary and building background knowledge so they 
can participate in rich classroom discussions using oral language.   
Later the oral language will transfer into their written language.   
The Skills block focuses on phonological and phonemic awareness  
as well as foundational skills.  During the skills block, the students  
are reading in books that are decodable.  Handwriting and writing  
are done in tandem with skills. 
  



What does the Listening and Learning Strand Look Like in the Classroom? 
 
Students are in a whole group with mixed abilities 

Teacher reading aloud  

Content rich vocabulary 

Background knowledge 

Students using oral language to answer questions 

Class discussions  

 

What does the Skills Strand Look Like in the Classroom? 

Students are in small groups based on individual needs 

Phonological Awareness 

Phonemic Awareness 

Blending words 

Segmenting words 

Reading decodable stories in student reader (begins in K Unit 6)  

Handwriting 

Writing process  

 

How Can I Help My Child at Home? 
 
Talk with your child about the importance of graduating from high school ready for college and career 
success 

Talk to your student’s teacher 

Keep informed about what your student is working on 

Read a combination of fiction and non-fiction  

Talk with your child and have him/her orally explain things 

Look for opportunities to build background knowledge 

Use content rich vocabulary 
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